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Table of Partners Minutes
Wednesday, June 17,2026 @ 9:30 am
Via Zoom on-line meeting

Members: 	Marcie DeWitt, ACHN Coordinator
	Penny Cote, ACRD EA “D” Director
	Deb Haggard, CPA Councillor
	Vaida Siga, ACRD EA “C” Director
	Rachelle Cole, BCEHS
	Jomy Thomas, Bamfield Community School
	Brooke Wood, CBT, Coastal Family Resource Coalition 
	Jude Newman, Citaapi Mahtii Housing Society 
	Laurie Hannah, Sage Haven
	Shawn Anderson, Councillor, District of Ucluelet
	Tish Bernard, Physiotherapist, Island Health
	Samantha Barrowcliff, Community Health Services
	Sasha Vison, Ridge View Health and Performance 
	Helen Zanette, Trustee, SD70
	Christina Brack, Community Integration Specialist, Ministry of SD and PR
	Lance Boer, Chair, Literacy Alberni Society; Board Member, Canadian Covid Society
	Tom Stere- District of Tofino
	 
Regrets: 		Debra Hamilton, ADAPS Youth and Family Services
Faye Missar, Public Health Promoter, Island health
Janine Fraser, Sage Haven
	Natasha Dumont, Island Health

Guests: 		Jane Osborne 
Matt Mclean Island health
Dan Levitt Seniors Advocate BC 

ACRD Staff:	Chelsea Olsen, Administrative Assistant 

1. CALL TO ORDER
The Coordinator called the meeting to order at 9:34 am.

The Coordinator recognized the meeting is being held throughout the Nuu-chah-nulth territories.

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA & MINUTES

The Agenda for the, June 17,2026 meeting was approved. 
The Minutes of the May 20th meeting were approved. *Helen Z was not in attendance.

3. BC Seniors Advocate
a. Advocate Role and BC Seniors Issues 
Dan Levitt: Presentation- Supporting BC Seniors- Challenges and Opportunities – PDF of Presentation will be shared.
· Seniors advocate office of BC established over dozen years ago, we engage with seniors and family caregivers around the province. 
· Monitor senior services, government funds, look for systems gaps, research public reporting, recommendations to governments for change
· Look at 5 areas
· Health care- attachment to primary care, to palliative care and everything in between, time waiting for different procedures and long term care
· Community supports- seniors centers 
· Transportation
· Housing
· Income Supports. 
· Information and referral line, call Monday-Friday. Toll free line staffed by senior services specialist. www.serniorsadvocatbc.ca 1-877-952-3181 info@seniorsadvocatebc.ca
· Provide info for seniors, refer to different supports needed 
· Aging demographic - 1 in 5 Canadians over 65. More seniors and living longer. 95% of seniors live independently, at age 85 77% live independently. Meaning seniors do not use more than fair share or resources. 
· 1/3 of seniors live over 85 living in assisted living/long term care, 2/3 are receiving care at home, or providing care to a relative. 80% are homeowners 
· 15% still employed- some impacted by ageism in the workplace. 
· 20% rely on public transportation. Difficult to get to appointments, accommodation, some foregoing appointments because of transportation issues. 
· Government funded program called “Firstly” for dementia support 
· What’s working-Living longer, life expectancy is up, seniors volunteering and giving back 
· What’s not working- Need better access to health care, long term care, cost of living, finding appropriate housing
· Financial strain. Myth- All seniors are wealthy. Half of seniors living on $3000 a month, One in 4 living on $2000, 1 expense away from losing housing, having to give up medications due to affordability 
· Affordable housing- only 6% who applied received housing last year, 13,000 on the wait list. Applications increased by 59% in last 5 years. Rent subsidy called SAFER, need more increase for those supports
· Home care, copayment costs to have home support- costs about 1/3 of income to have home care come to their home advocacy. Advocacy is going on to eliminate the copayment. 
· Long term care delay- shouldn’t have to travel to next community to see family in care. Need to be closer. Past 10 years 200% increase on waitlist. Josie Osbourne estimated 7800 on waitlist. No overnight respite in some communities. 

b. Q&A/Discussion
Sam
-Respectfully challenge the statement 1/3 of income goes towards home support services. As a Clinical Operations Manager for Community Health that oversees home supports. GIS doesn’t pay for home support services, PWD and temporary rate reductions to bring costs down. Seniors might not seek out services if they think they can’t afford. Support writing to the MLA and removing fees because it’s an obstacle to many.  

Dan 
 -You are right those under $31,000 a year GIS, PWD don’t pay the copayment. $31,000 is the threshold above if you need 1 hour of home support a day it will cost $10,000 a year. 

Tom
-Looking at replacing hospital. Almost 50% of beds are taken up by patients waiting for long-term care. 
-Funding for long-term care has been paused. 
-Number of facilities that aren’t being funded currently. 
-How can we support municipalities, regional districts advocacy around commitment to long term facilities?

Dan 
-New South Whales has model where they create a wing for specifically those waiting for long term care and it essentially provides long term care services in that acute care setting.  
-Map out number of beds needed, including the MLA in the plan. 
-Think about non-subsidized or having a mix of subsidized and private. 
-Find a developer to build and operate.
-Create a community plan or regional plan for senior’s care for the infrastructure 

Brook- Ucluelet/Tofino no longer has assisted living or long-term care 

Penny
-Specialist not recommending surgeries/procedures because of age. 
-Some people choose MAID because living standards aren’t there for them. Not the right support needed. 

Dan 
-Reach out to College of Physicians and Surgeons to share stories and concerns about the Ministry of Health regarding ageism.


Deb
-Dan Invited to come present to city council in Port Alberni. 
-Island Health reports they cannot build enough long-term care homes and assisted living homes fast enough. 

Dan
- Map out the numbers needed as a City Council, make plans, find land for services needed and go to Health Authority and don’t let them say no.
-Long term care builds don’t have to cost what they are costing. Ministry of Infrastructure is trying to recalibrate the actual build to make them homes instead of hospitals. 
-Staffing is there if people can work past 65, immigration.

Vaida
-Observation that the services that are accessible in the Capital district are    immensely different than the West coast for seniors. 
-Should have equalized accessible care, 
-No access to day support of any kind or long-term care. 
-Access to resources needs to be looked at carefully.
-Waiting for upgrades to hospital for 40 years. Last update was by volunteers and community fundraising.  
-Need respite care and bathing services in West Coast. 

Dan
-Colwood, West shore of Victoria, built 300-400 beds in 1 massive institution, also like to see this spread out to where seniors are living, see projects and different models
-Vancouver Coastal buying existing homes that have been retrofitted, purpose built for long term care. More part of community where seniors live. 
-Modular homes to bring costs down
-In Vanderhoff building has 3 stories, 8 suites per floor, floors 2 and 3 independent living floor, which could be converted to assisted, ground floor 8 person memory care neighborhood for dementia. Nurse management, care aid, no seniors should leave town to get long term care. 
-Day programs, looking at that issue, can easily convert retail or other spaces to adult day program. 

Shawn
-Ask delegation for Ucluelet
-Happiness and healthiness of the community is based on how we support our seniors, more we put in more we get out. 
-What is happening with Immigration for home care workers?
-Who to talk to regarding Vancouver Coastal Model, asking for more capacity for long term care, what minister to talk to?
-Modular housing, currently looking at upzoning empty lots, could they be re-rezoned to multifamily? One modular housing company will have 6 units, 2 on first floor accessible not stairs, lock off suites. Would help with CMHA funding, Extra units to ensure funding. 
-Thinking outside the box. Look at Development Cost Charges and tourism, Airbnb. Other tourism dollars that come in- freeing up money to go towards long-term care or assisted living. Start a committee or “West Coast senior’s strategy” to work with you and go to the ministers. 
-Visiting medical specialists quarterly 

Dan 
-Great idea for committee idea,
-Diverting tourism dollars and match that also with the hospital district and combine funds. 
-Instead of calling it home care and calling it residential apartments, unlicensed, and bringing care in, regulations don’t apply and can figure out a hybrid model. More flexibility to age in place. 
-Meet with Josie and minister of infrastructure 
-Talk to Vancouver Coastal and Island Health together for inspiration and collaboration
-In Smithers- Cormack health authority, Community fundraiser for their local track by hosting a concert – Idea for bringing in funds 

Lance
 -Is there Data being collected in connection with Covid infections 

Dan
-Send a follow up email so Janice who leads the monitoring and research can follow up. 
-Vaccines like shingles, RSV, Pneumonia should be covered and available 

 Marcie
- will make sure Dan contact info is available.

Jane Osborne
-Referrals and Waitlists for specialist and surgeon appointments 
-Transportation and access to specialist
-Networks of older adults that are very capable and want to support 

Dan
- Monitoring report showed top 5 surgery seniors use cataracts, prostates, abdominal hernia, hips and knees, seniors should get those surgeries faster than a younger person. 
-Need support before and post-surgery rehab, some partially funded some not  
-All are invited to UBCM, come to talk more

4. ACHN Reports - Marcie
a. Coordinator Update
- Straightforward work this month, standard meetings, summer admin, attended first Tamarack social finance round table, first ACRD Transportation organized working group which will be quarterly. 

5. ACHN Updates - Marcie
a. Vancouver Foundation – Transforming Systems Change Grants
b. Mental Health and Climate Change Community Action Grants
-Looking at BC Wide collaborative grant 
c. Foundry Update- 
Actively fundraising, received word Regional Hospital Board staff directed to work with and look at possible hospital or healthcare designation open funding possibilities.
 
6. INFORMATION ITEMS
a. 	Regional & Member Updates
Marcie
- 2026 Vital sign report launched – www.albernifoundation.ca/vital-signs  

Tom
- Foundry Facility potentially to be built in Port Alberni, services connected on the West Coast

Marcie
-Currently Foundry outreach services in the Westcoast rural communities as a continuation of the CBYF initiative.

Brook
-Update coalition work- working with “Options” for research project identifying youth, gaps in youth sexual health access
-Successful in becoming pilot project, launching in September 
-Sexual health project 3 Tuesdays a month, comes with 4 hours of nursing, 4 hours of sexual health educator
-NTC, Island health, First Nations Primary Care Initiative 
- Youth foundry virtual services same time
-Tofino first location, Ahousaht twice a month. 
-Transportation covered if run on youth nights, food covered.
-Big partnership, more to come, location TBD. 
- Heading to the Community Action team gathering as WC has now secured funding.

Lance
-All welcome to come to Literacy summer picnic on Aug 27. Josie Osborne, Gord Johns there last year
-Budget strains- happy to volunteer to help everyone with tech costs

Matt
-Faye taking leave of absence, Matt stepping in email matthew.mclean@islandhealth.ca
-Launched Under the influence campaign, highlight the norm from alcohol industry and push back


Vaida
-Bus shelter has an approved contractor on West Coast
-Area C OCP first reading, still time to make changes to go to page and look up plan and send ideas and suggestions to the planning dept. 

Shawn
-Email received from Naomi Fraser, Community Finance, gave first draft of report regarding a lot of topics talked about in this meeting. Pathways to success, Social Research and Demonstration who does research for tamarack. 
-Affordable housing Project on camera tonight.

Helen
-Jasmine Atwall, new superintendent starting September 
-Grad coming up
-Attended Indigenous Student Voice and non-instructional day, Indigenous focused with all staff attended
-Healthy schools manager doing a lot, afterschool programs, tutoring, knitting crochet, peer support group, Hanna Club,
-Wellness center at ADSS hosts community partners ages up to 26. Dental, mental health, nursing, schedule is at high school ongoing programs.
-Had wellness fair for students at ADSS 
-Island health, Healthy Schools Caravan event 
-Connect students with services over the summer. 
-Emergency support information, cost effective ways to be prepared

Christina
-SDPR will be joining the joint mobile Service Canada and Service BC visit to Tofino July 22nd at Westcoast Community Resources drop in clinic. More details available through WCRS.

Marcie
-Working with ACRD to develop reports, environmental scans related to health care needs and health care infrastructure needs in Alberni Valley and West Coast. 
-Happy to book time over the summer to go over anything. 
Have a great summer!

7. MEETING ADJORNED

The meeting adjourned at 11:23am.  
The next meeting of the Table of Partners will be held Wednesday, Sept at 9:30 am. 
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