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Table of Partners Minutes
Wednesday, March 18, 2026 @ 9:30 am
Via Zoom on-line meeting

Members: 	Marcie DeWitt, ACHN Coordinator
	Penny Cote, ACRD EA “D” Director
	Debra Hamilton, ADAPS Youth and Family Services
	Natasha Dumont, Island Health
	Vaida Siga, ACRD EA “C” Director
	Rachelle Cole, BCEHS
	Jomy Thomas, Bamfield Community School
[bookmark: _Hlk224803315]	Jude Newman, Citaapi Mahtii Housing Society 
	Christina Brack, Community Integration Specialist, Ministry of SD and PR
	Lance Boer, Chair, Literacy Alberni Society; Board Member, Canadian Covid Society
	Tom Stere, Director with District of Tofino
	Laurie Hannah, Westcoast Community Resourse Societies
	Brooke Wood, Coordinator CFRC, Director of Community Initiatives CBT, Project Manager for Tofino General Hospital Medical Staff Association
	
Regrets: 		Janine Fraser, Sage Haven
		Samantha Barrowcliff, Community Health Services
		Shawn Anderson, Councillor, District of Ucluelet
		Tish Bernard, Physiotherapist, Island Health
		Sasha Vison, Ridge View Health and Performance 
		Helen Zanette, Trustee, SD70
		Deb Haggard, CPA Councillor

Guests: 		Robyn Monrufet, Alberni Valley Hospice Society 
		Margaret Vataminuck, Executive Director for Alberni Valley Hospice Society
		Rebecca Dixon, Reducing Poverty Initiative, National Institute for Disability 	Management and Research
		Sin Yogaratnam, West Coast Youth Navigator ADAPS, Substance Use Outreach 	work with WCRS
		Jane Osborne, Rural Health Network

ACRD Staff:	Maddie Graham, Administrative Assistant

1. CALL TO ORDER
The Coordinator called the meeting to order at 9:30 am.

The Coordinator recognized the meeting is being held throughout the Nuu-chah-nulth territories.

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA & MINUTES
The Agenda for the March 18, 2026 meeting was approved.
	The Minutes of the February 18, 2026 meeting were approved.
	
3. REDUCING POVERTY INITIATIVE PILOT PROGRAM – REBECCA DIXON
· NIDMAR – National Institute of Disability Management and Research
· Not-for-profit organization founded in 1994.
· Areas of Focus include Education and Training, Professional Standards, Program Standards, Research and Policy Development, Workplace Program Implementation 
· Working with four pilot communities: Prince George, Nanaimo, Kelowna, Vancouver (and surrounding areas in s 75km radius) We are including Tofino in this radius from Nanaimo. 
· Initiative is a pilot program that we've developed that allows us to support individuals who have acquired physical or mental health impairment and are not able to get coverage due to the injury occurring outside of work or the that they were not able to receive enough coverage from their employer or insurance. 
· Ability to offer types of therapy that will support a person's return to work, whether that's physiotherapy, acupuncture, counseling, occupational therapy, these things are often way too expensive for people to afford on their own, so our program just funds those treatments.
· This pilot is running until 2028, and at the end we will be reporting to the government of British Columbia to show the need for this program. It is a free program to apply for, and people aged 18-65 can apply. We can't accept people who are currently receiving insurance benefits. Those people who cannot get support, those are the people we are trying to help.

4. ACHN REPORT
a) Coordinator Update
· Continuum of Care meeting, BC Transit attended to discuss transportation opportunities. Helping provide a perspective to the public on the impact of transit systems in the community and the timeline needed to make these changes.
· Meeting with BC Seniors Advocate, they will be presenting to the Table of Partners in June. Focusing on some of the West Coast conversations around long-term care. Identifying what can be done in those conversations and advocacy efforts. 
· Community Health Networks coordinator meeting, which allows the ability to network throughout the Island. From that meeting I will be reaching out to the executive committee members regarding contract renewal and preparation for that. 


5.	ACHN UPDATES
	a) Tamarack Social Finance Research Opportunity
· Partnered with INEO to ensure a Tamarack self-employment workshop is happening within our region. An update on what that looks like to come shortly.
· An opportunity around Social Finance with a conference in May. By participating further in the future with community of practice, involving folks with social finance and impact investing.

6. INFORMATION ITEMS
a. 	Regional & Member Updates

Jude Newman
· Things are going well at Citaapi Mahtii Housing Society. There are only 13 apartments left available to rent out of 35. Remaining rentals include LEM (low-end market) and RGI (Rent Geared to income units). 
· Two weeks ago, we hosted a tenant dinner for everybody. We invited the Board to come to show how much work was put into the building here. The hereditary chiefs of Ahousaht funded our two turkeys, and we had all the fixings for a turkey dinner. The volunteers were the tenants themselves that did the dinner.
· Our previous chairperson Willy Samuel attended, and he invited singers and drummers. It was a successful event, an amazing dinner, and people were able to meet their neighbours and the Board.
· If anyone wants to stop by and check out the building, you’re more than welcome. Location 4210 Cedarwood Street, here in Port Alberni.

	Penny Cote
· Question regarding ACHN meeting format. Would members be interested in changing from verbal updates to providing written reports prior to meeting. That would be included in the agenda. This is done in other committees, and it would not eliminate the opportunity to share at the end of the meetings. What are people’s thoughts on this, just putting the thought out there.

	Discussion was had.  

	Jomy Thomas
· Quick updates from Bamfield Community School. Spring Break camps started last week. Lots of chaos and fun, I have shared a copy of the Bamfield Community Calendar in the chat. 
· Some of the major highlights include cooking classes, sports programming and youth safe spaces.
	
	Brooke Wood
Coastal Family Resource Coalition: 
· Successful in an application to the Ministry to formalize our harm reduction working group. To set up what’s called a Community Action Table. It’s one-year funding at this point; our intention is to put a Mental Health and Substance Use summit in the fall. 
· We have also formalized a relationship with rural and remote division of Family Practice and the Primary Care Network and formalized the coalition to be the Community Action Group. This came with $10,000 of funding. Really working in collaborations for funding in these times of cuts. 
· Next meeting will be in Ty-Histanis, was hopeful it would have been I Ahousaht, but unfortunately didn’t work out. 
· The first official Harm Reduction Working Group meeting will be at the end of April.
	Clayoquot Biosphere Trust:
· We received 55 applications in total. We will be meeting with the volunteer 	committee advisories and making these decisions for May. 
· Still working with the Free-to-play program, encouraging outdoor risky play as a region, and we still have $170,000 of funding. We have received 14 applications, 10 of those applications moved forward to a participatory grant decision-making meeting being held next week. Basically, the community working with you will make the decision where the youth will get the most benefit. 
· We will have updates in May regarding the initiatives that are going to be supporting risky outdoor play in youth 0-14 in our region. A lot of collaborations with municipalities, nations and childcare centers. 
· We have received several vital grants, two groups that we partner with are doing some feasibility work around long-care facility on the coast. As well as advocating strongly for Tofino General Hospital to be built supported by the community with community consultation. To support plans by the Ministry. 

	Lance Boer
	Literacy Alberni:
· Event this Friday, March 20th, Literacy Alberni is hosting a workshop with neurographic art, which is a meditative art therapy technique. One of our volunteers that is currently studying to be a psychologist is leading this event. We have 5 spots left, and it is a free event. 
· They hope this event will provide stress relief and it has the potential of being an on-going workshop hosted from time to time.
	COVID Society:
· This past Sunday (March 15th) was Long COVID Awareness Day. We hosted events in Vancouver, Toronto, Montreal and Calgary.
· A lot of coverage across the country from CBC News, and we had interviews with some doctors and patients on CBC radio.

	Deb Hamiliton:
· Quick recap of 4th annual Youth Conference held here in Port Alberni, at the Barclay Hotel. This is a legacy event for the communities building youth futures. 
· This event did not have the most registered compared to the last 4 years with a total of 35 youth register. It was well engaged though.
· Interesting volunteer and career exploration engagements. Many different community partners showed up, Colson Aviation, Thunderbird Wildfire Firefighting Team, BC Ambulance, Search and Rescue, NETP (Nuu-chah-nulth Employment and Training Program), North Island College, Island Health Public Health.
· It was a very successful day, 10 different workshops, Foundry Victoria came and did an engagement. 
· Ending the day with a powerful youth panel: Being a young person is hard, they are not sure if everything will be okay, and they need support.
· Disappointing news from Central Foundry. We must open the doors to the Foundry Port Alberni before we can start opening satellite offices on the West Coast. We have partnered with Clayoquot Biosphere Trust who have invested in Sin’s role as a healthy pathway navigator. The result of this is a small infusion of dollars for youth to lead a project, as an access point to services. 
· With the advocacy from this table, we were able to double this to get support for both Tofino and Ucluelet. We have the attention from Foundry Central, and we will be able to include the West Coast with capital dollars. 

	Laurie Hannah:
· Middle of training for Critical Instant Stress Management, which is a collaboration with hospice on the Pacific Rim Hospice. 
· Just finished our Internation Women’s Day and had a successful event and silent auction online.

	Vaida Siga:
· Last chance to look at current updates to the official community plan, available on the ACRD website. Please go online and put in your input for Area C.

7. MEETING ADJORNED

The meeting adjourned at 10:50am.  
The next meeting of the Table of Partners will be held Wednesday, April 15, 2026, at 9:30 am. 
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