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Table of Partners Minutes
Wednesday, April 19, 2023 @ 9:30 am
Zoom Meeting

Participants:  
	Marcie DeWitt, ACHN Coordinator

	Deb Haggard, CPA Councillor


	Vaida Siga, ACRD EA “C” Director
	Rachelle Cole, BCEHS


		Jaslyn Haberl, Bamfield, CBYF



	Ellen Frood, Sage Haven


	Sandra Allison, MHO
	Alisha Pauling, Island Health


		Debra Hamilton, ADAPS




	Natasha Dumont, Island Health


		Shawn Anderson, District of Ucluelet, Councillor



		Brooke Wood, CBT




	
		Mollie Law, RCMP















Regrets:	Edward Johnson, Curt Smecher, Penny Cote, Nicole Uzelman, Larry Ransom, Penny Cote

Guests:	Faye (Coastal Family Resource Coalition), Pam (Public Health), Karyn (Public Health), Kyla (Public Health), Barb (District of Ucluelet), Jules (Nursing Student, Tofino Hospital), Erin (Island Health), Ben (District of Tofino), Laurie (WCRS), Kathy (WCRS), Toni (CBYF), Tristan (WCRS), Hannah (Youth Leadership), Ellie (Youth Leadership), Darrell (Youth Leadership), Sarah (SD70), Jen (Nuu-Chah-Nulth), Jordan (CBYF), Mary Catherine Williams (UWBC), Helen (SD70), Angie (VIHA), Jane (BCCRN), Jill (WCRS), Liza (WCRS), Kaitlyn (WCRS), Sully (Coastal Queer Alliance), Noreen (Toquaht Nation), Angie (Maaqutusiis Hahoulthee Stewardship Society)

ACRD Staff:    Kerri Waugh


1. CALL TO ORDER
The Chairperson called the meeting to order at 9:09 am.

[bookmark: _Hlk117075543]The Chairperson recognized the meeting is being held throughout the Nuu-chah-nulth territories.
	
2. COORDINATOR REPORTS

a. [bookmark: _Hlk90461714]CFRC – Faye Missar
· Giving presentations on the Coming Together Health forum held in the fall to different leadership tables throughout the region.
· The Coalition has a Network group that meets monthly.
· The Youth Workers group meets less frequently but have been finding issues come up that aren’t getting solved. Housing for youth in crisis is a big one.  Looking to find a way to bring this from an idea to a start up. With CBYF and ACHN they have engaged Vantage Point to help with strategic planning. 
· There is a harm reduction information session today, April 19th being put on by Jennifer Diamond from Island Health.
· Will be writing a letter in support to Maaqutusiis Hahoulthee Stewardship Society on behalf of the Coalition to support their vision for Tofino Wilderness Resort to become a long-term healing and wellness center. 

b. ACHN – Marcie DeWitt
· Attended AVICC last weekend, had the opportunity to network with a lot of the regional decision makers.
· Presented at AVICC to talk about the evolving role of local government in health decisions.
· Working to pull together an annual gathering of community health networks May 30, 2023. ACHN will have 5 spaces available to attend as well as some Regional District representatives. 
· Working to confirm another event for the ACHN on June 6th in the Alberni Valley. 
· CBYF has done some work to ensure all statistics are up to date and submitted to Tamarack. Have secured another round of funding.
· Will send out a decision looking at moving forward the decolonization training before grant is received.  

c. CBYF Facilitators

Jaslyn:
· Youth drop-ins continue to be popular, have a fun social space with access to safety planning support and harm reduction supplies.
· CBYF has enabled use and integration of the BeSafe App.
· Currently have a popular game night which brings together youth with adults and families in the community.
· Aquaculture club has had the youth learning from engineers building new oyster farming tech. Walking rivers with the Huu-ay-aht salmon fisheries team to do some surveying, feeding algae cultures to baby oysters and farming kelp.
· Last week hosted a Hike to High Ground Tsunami preparedness event, gave youth emergency grab and go bags. 
· Took youth to conference held in Port Alberni.
· Co-hosted a ski and snowboard trip with Huu-ay-aht First Nations. 
· Sending 5 youths to a snorkel harvest course in Ucluelet.
· Some youth will be participating in a chainsaw operator course in participation with Nuu-Chah-Nulth Warriors. 
· Coming up they will be offering mental health first aid, wilderness first aid and naloxone training. 

Jordan:
· Held a youth conference last month. 
· Currently working on gathering data from all the engagement lately, will share it with everyone once the reports are complete.

Toni:
· Leadership group meets weekly with around 10 – 15 youth that engage with it. Looking at different youth priorities. Recently had an event with youth music and an opportunity to sell their art. Also had some other youth organizations there. 
· Currently working on putting together all the data that’s been collected and looking at how to move forward with that by bringing it to the communities, the leadership and letting the youth speak about it.
· The Tofino Youth Space is still new and they’re working on getting that up and running. 


3. WEST COAST HEALTH PRIORITIES

a. Youth
Local youth presented to the Table of Partners regarding health concerns surrounding youth in the community. Some of the primary concerns include:
 
· Focus on connection. Would like to see more youth workers and youth social spaces. Also looking for more connection to culture which ties into a sense of belonging. 

· Opportunities to learn better work habits, a lot of concerns over mental health are related to school and worries about education. 

· Teaching self-care habits and having a counsellor who is able to connect with youth and understand youths problems. 

· Youth are looking for Confidentiality in Counsellors and Youth Workers. They want to have responsible adults to discuss problems with, without the fear that their parents will be told. This also makes it difficult to speak out about bullying.

· Easier access to treatment, in forms of doctors, therapists, psychologists etc.

· Better access to transportation between communities. It can be hard for youths to travel between Tofino and Ucluelet which can limit socialization and feel isolating.  There’s also no transportation to the Tofino hospital from Ucluelet.

· Safe partying, youth would like education on the long-term effects of drugs and alcohol. Also looking for help with safe partying practices by having safe rides that they can trust without feeling like there will be serious repercussions. 



b. Community Updates and Priorities.

Marcie – Transportation update: BC Transit service was discontinued January 2023 as well as Meals on Wheels. There has been work happening with the ACRD to pull together an interim solution. The Health Network is advocating to local government as well as provincial and federal representatives. AVICC was used as an opportunity to speak about Wheels for Wellness and what that service could look like if we’re able to get it back. 

Faye – Working hard at achieving a sobering and assessment centre in Tofino. Alcohol use has been identified as a top substance of concern. There is funding in place for six beds. The biggest hurdle has been finding a suitable location in Tofino close enough to the hospital and dock access. Have had a lot of momentum since the fall working with Island Health.  
Angie – VIHA has received a mandate to create more substance youth beds, focusing primarily on indigenous youth. Working in partnership with Campbell River and Nanaimo. There is direct award funding available to support these beds. 

Eliza (WCRS) – Ran a couple of tax clinics with CRA and Service Canada there for folks where their income in 2022 was under $35,000. Still have women’s outreach drop-in times, Wednesdays in Tofino from 12:30 – 2:30 and Thursdays in Ucluelet 12:30- 2:30.

Kaitlyn (WCRS) – Next Tuesday will be doing a tax clinic at a senior center and will be doing a clinic in Ahousaht as well.

Karen – Things have been getting back to normal since the pandemic. Child health services have partnered with a private contractor Anne Weeks who is providing a baby group on the west coast. School youth clinic back open. Will be doing Naloxone training and harm reduction with the teachers at the secondary school.

Debbie Haggard – The City's new CAO has started and is really embracing the community. The 2023 - 2027 financial budget should receive final reading at the next council meeting. Thank you to Marcie and the other Health Networks for a very informative session on health in our communities. 

Brooke Wood – The West Coast has done an EOI for the Patient Care Network which will identify the gaps in the communities. The First Nations communities did a patient care initiative already so this will be covering Tofino and Ucluelet. It has been identified that there is a want and need for an NP in Ucluelet. Put in for a grant, will find out on April 26th then will hold a community consultation session.

Jen – Need focus on first responders in all communities, members have felt like they are getting the runaround when trying to get the help that they need. 

Rachelle – BC Ambulance Service has a particular department that works with First Nations communities, happy to connect any Nation with this department. 

Jaslyn Haberl - In addition to the youth work happening through the Communities Building Youth Futures initiative, at the Bamfield Community School Association we are busy with community programming for people of all ages! We are currently offering yoga, dodgeball, pottery, after school clubs, gardening, story time at the Community Library (which we manage), buddy reading and community lunches. The school breakfast and lunch program, which we facilitate, feeds 100% of our students, with great impacts in their day. I'm also currently working to re-launch the Community Food Bank and organize consistent food hampers for families in need of support.

Erin Bernard (Island Health)– Something that has come up a lot lately is the lack of mental health support in Tofino Hospital, there’s a mental health and substance use team but they have been placing necessary boundaries to keep their work in the community and not provide services to in-patient in the hospital so there’s not a ton of options right now. 

Jane Osborne – Derek Thompson was newly appointed the incoming Indigenous Engagement Director at UBCs Faculty of Medicine. Had discussion with Derek regarding decolonizing to create equity and understanding. On the Board of the BC Rural Health Network, it had largely been focused up until now with building the political wheel by engaging with Regional Districts. Wanting to engage more with community because there is a lot to say and a lot that we need to put into the conversation. Just met with Jennifer Rice who is our parliamentary secretary for Rural Health. 

Angie Brinoni – Working towards putting together a collaborative approach to whole person wellness and generational healing. Tofino Wilderness Resort has been purchased and is currently undergoing renovations to become a dedicated resource for indigenous health programs and services. Will be trying to create a support network through a collaborative system. MHAS wishes to work in partnership with Nuu-Chah-Nulth First Nations Chief and Council, Ahousaht Wellness Centre, health care providers within the community, and municipal, provincial, and federal resources to support health and wellness for all the Nations on the west coast. The MHAS is looking at multi-sector partnerships that recognize the social programs and there are potential opportunities for collaboration to build on the existing network. If anyone wants to connect: angietbrinoni@gmail.com.

Sully (Coastal Queer Alliance) – Working on resourcing representation and the ability to collaborate and bring the community together. A couple of ways they have done this is by looking at health care. The organization has identified there is a lack of queer competent physicians and queer competent care practices. Looking to address many of the concerns brought up by the youth at their events such as transportation, confidentiality, and accessibility. AGM is next Thursday, April 27th at 6pm.

Sarah Hagar (SD70) – Have received funding for Ucluelet Secondary School committed to wellness. Looking for anyone who is interested in participating, working through the framework of Wellness Wednesday with different activities such as naloxone training, recently partnered with Tristan for a harm reduction jeopardy game. There will be a parent night and a learning opportunity for teachers on how to speak about harm reduction in classrooms.  Next month will be partnering with Island Health about food security, and self-care. In June will be doing a lot of safety information such as safe partying, swimming, concussion awareness etc. shagar@sd70.bc.ca

Faye - Going to be updating the coalitions website, if your program is new to the community reach out to one of us.

MEETING ADJORNED
The meeting adjourned at 12:16 pm.  

The next meeting of the Table of Partners will be held Wednesday, May 17, 2023 at 9:30 am via Zoom. 
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